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ADDRESS TO GRADUATES.—THE 
PHYSICIAN OF TO-DAY.! 


By EARNEST LAPLACE, A. M., M. D. 
[Professor of Surgery, Pathology and Clinical Surgery.] 


2 gig agement Your state of pupil- 
age is passed, and by the solemn 
act just performed you have been ad- 
mitted into full membership in that great 
medical body, an array of human bene- 
factors, that extends to the days of heroes 
and demi-gods, and whose traditions 
blend with the mythological romance of 
ancient worship. 

This is to be your last lecture. The 
others are all over, and now comes the 
peroration of your course. Your diplo- 
mas are in your hands, and in wishing 
you God-speed in your mission of healing, 
itis our desire to express the wish with 
such intensity of feeling that you can 
never forget the benediction. 

We are justly proud of the class of ’93. 
We have learned to respect you, to ad- 
mire you. ‘Though to us this is an annual 





1Delivered at the 11th annual commencement of 
the Medico-Chirurgical College, May 4th, 1893. 








celebration, we realize that to each of 
you itis a climax in your lives. You 
have dreamed of it; you have hoped for 
it ; you have struggled for it: and now, 
amid music, friends, and flowers, you 
have at last attainedit. It wasa worthy 
object, and worthily have you ackieved 
it. 

The thorough scientific and practical 
ins‘ruction you po-sess, as demonstrated 
by your brilliant examination, entitles 
you to meet students from any other 
institution on an equal footing. You 
are armed and well prepared. I there- 
fore trust to find in each of you the type 
of ‘‘ The Physician of To-Day ”’ 

The physician of to-day should not be 
a misfit ; the world is full of these, and 
they are cheap. It requires faculty and 
courage to drop our tools when we have 
discovered our mistake ; for medicine is a 
vocation, not a trade. A trade exists for 
its own rewards. A man may enter it 
from chance, from necessity, or an honest 
desire to make money out of it. That is 
legitimate, and if he makes his money 
fairly, and uses it generously, we honor 
him for it. Buta vocation exists for its 
own sake. A man must believe in it and 
love it, and consecrate himself to it, be- 
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cause it seems to him to be the noblest, 
grandest, happiest work he can do. If 
wealth and influence and fame come to 
him, well and good. But the work itself 
is the supreme and sovereign thing. The 
end of medicine is health; the master 
passion of the physician must be to make 
men well. Therefore I say to you, prac- 
tice the auscultation of your own heart ; 
and should you find that this is what you 
love best ; if you feel that your manhood 
will find its joy and crown in following 
the healing art wherever it leads you, in 
lonely studies, in long journeys by day 
and night, in patient walking the wards 
of hospitals,—yes, into the very jaws of 
death to fight some great pestilence; if 
your brain clears and your hand steadies, 
and your heart warms at the thought of 
solving some problems of disease, and 
bringing relief to the suffering, life to 
the dying,—then go, for you are called, 
and that call is the force of -your life. 
As this force animates each of you, 
so this Faculty has done its best to 
thoroughly fit you for your calling. 
But there are some things it has not done 
and has not intended to do. It has not 
pledged you to any dogma or narrow- 
minded philosophy It has not desired 
your allegiance to any theuries that time 
may not verify for you. It has not 
clipped your wings,.and you are at liberty 
to soar in the vaulting realms of truth. 
One of England’s prime ministers and 
greatest statesmen, discussing the causes 
of the progress of civilization, deliberately 
declared that ‘‘ Science in the last fifty 
years had done much more in moulding 
the world than any political causes, and 
has changed the position and prospects 
of mankind more than all the conquests, 
and all the codes, and all the legislators 
that ever existed.’’ A philosopher, as 
able as was this statesman, has declared, 
‘*I do not know whether health or 
knowledge contributes most to the pros- 
perity of a nation, but no nation can pros- 
per which does not equally promote both ; 
they should be deemed twin forces, for 
either of them, without the other, has 
only half the power for good that it 
should have.’’ AndI claim that there 


is no knowledge from which mankind 
derives greater and more widespread ben- 
efit than the medical science. 

On it depends the alleviation of the 








agony of death, the restoration of the 
sick to happiness and usefulness, and of 
still greater moment, the prevention of 
disease, and thereby the vigorous pro. 
motion of happiness, wealth and mor. 
ality. AndIalso maintain that medi. 
cal science promotes the welfare of the 
people more than any other science, and 
that, therefore, our medical colleges 
merit, far oftener than heretofore be- 
stowed, donations for the better develop- 
ment of advanced medical education. 
Knowledge must be your constant aim. 
Improve your knowledge. Like the 
fabled Roman Sibyl, she makes her offers 
but once, twice, thrice, on each succes- 
sive occasion diminishing the amount 
offered, and at length threatening to 
withhold all if her last offer be rejected. 
For to-day knowledge regenerates the 
world and elevates man over every-day 
existence. 

Your present knowledge imposes upon 
you to do your utmost to prevent disease 
in spite of the fact that your livelihood 
depends upon the profits due to disease. 
Never before in man’s history have there 
been such assuring promises of the 
triumph of medical science in pre- 
venting disease. The glorious dawn of 
happier days can now be plainly seen 
when suffering humanity will be given 
far better means to rescue itself from 
pain, sorrow, and death inflicted by man- 
kind’s worst foes,—-the contagious dis- 
eases. 

Led on by those mighty captains, Pas- 
teur and Koch, deserving more fame 
than statesmen or conquerers, many 
pioneers have made new conquests in the 
realms of bacteriology, and the day is 
fast approaching when this youngest 
daughter of medicine will give mankind 
the power wholly to prevent the horrid 
devastation of contagious and epidemic 
diseases. 

Youth is apt to yearn for opportunity 
to do the deeds that give men fame, and 
to mourn that this utilitarian age there 
are no longer ferocious giants or fiery 
dragons or other monsters to destroy ; 10 
longer unfortunate knights or beautiful 
maidens to rescue from captivity and 
death; no longer an opportunity to do 
heroic deeds. I would impress you, 0 
the contrary, that this world of suffering 
and sin is still full of great opportunities; 
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full of monsters as horrid as the hydra 
with two heads sprouting for every one 
severed ; full of the innocent and help- 
less, who can be rescued from captivity 
and death. Neither Hercules nor King 
Arthur, neither Richard of the Lion 
Heart, nor Bayard, without fear and with- 
out reproach, had more opportunities 
than you have to do great deeds. The 
worst monsters that ever ravaged man- 
kind still capture and devour us, although 
these monsters can be vanquished. The 
familiar names of some of them are: con- 
sumption, diphtheria, scarlet, typhoid, 
and yellow fever, cholera, drunkenness. 
To wage war against these monsters 
your faculty has girded on your 
armor, has signed your commissions as 
leaders of the people against mankind’s 
most destructive foes,-—dirt, drunkenness, 
and disease. Teach the people that 
science has conclusively proved that sick- 
ness and death from catching diseases 
are very surely not due to the will of a 
pitiless God, but surely to man’s fatal 
ignorance and negligence of the laws of 
nature’s God. -Instead of saying with 
teference to disease, ‘“The Lord gave 
and the Lord has taken away; blessed 
be the name of the Lord,’’ rather let it be, 
as we now see the truth, ‘“The Lord gave, 
man’s criminal ignorance has taken away; 
cursed be the name ofignorance.’’ Teach 
the people that while the pagans who 
made ancient Rome mistress of the world 
established that the health of the people 
is the supreme law, we of boasted modern 
progress neither appreciate nor execute 
thatlaw. Enlighten the peoble so that 
theinterest of the government will be 
directed toward furnishing such appro- 
Priations as will give the quickest devel- 
opment to that science capable of such 
good to the nation. 

_Teach the people that medical institu- 
tions are the fountain-heads whence the 
science of hygiene, like pious incense, 
spreads over the world the message of 
health, wealth, and happiness. Out of 
these grows the flowers of love and good- 
will to men, by which charities are 
founded, hospitals endowed, laboratories 
established for the further pursuance of 
those studies whose practical application 
is the raising of the human kind to a 
higher plane,—higher civilization, nobler 
aspirations,—giving an earlier foretaste 











of the day when man will have developed 
into ‘‘that crowning race which, eye to 
eye, shall look on knowledge, under 
whose command is Earth and Eeath’s, 
and in their hands is nature like an open 
book, and all we are is but seed of what 
in them is flower and fruit.’’ 

My dear friends, do not go to your 
work to-morrow with the belicf that you 
can tune the complex harpof time, known 
as the human body, with material ‘tools 
alone. Equip yourselves with all the 
armamentaria that matter can furnish 
you, but do not forget that in addition 
to this outfit you must be hopeful enough 
to cheer the discouraged. You must be 
brave enough to calm the fearful; you 
must be wise enough to instruct the fool- 
ish ; you must be good enough to reclaim 
the bad. Here must we remember the 
bearing of mind over matter. 

It takes a combination of spirit and: 
matter to form a human being. Ittakes 
a combination of spirit and matter to de- 
velop a human being. It takes a com- 
bination of spirit and matter to maintain 
a human being. Why should it not take 
a combination of spirit and matter to cure 
a human being? A kindly spirit must 
be your characteristic. There is a uni- 
versal law by which like attracts like. 
By this law gold and other minerals ar- 
range themselves into narrow veins ; by 
this law birds and other animals form 
themselves into large families; by this 
law eye answers eye, voice responds 
to voice, and heart speaks back to heart; 
by this law all nature echoes back to 
you whatever you give to her, be it 
through work or deed. Would you 
wreath a sufferer’s face with smiles, then 
smile upon it, Would you have his 
friendly confidence, warmth from your 
own heart is sure to accomplish it. You 
have but to speak to these qualities in 
their own language, and as sure as the 
tense wire vibrates to the music of its 
own pitch, so surely will every string of 
the human heart respond in faithful 
echoes to the voice that call out to it, 
for the sufferer’s heart throbs as ours 
throbs, and pain makes him look upon 
us as one privileged to dispense some- 
thing almost superhuman. 

You will recognize, gentlemen, the 
power of woman’s hand in the nursing 
of the sick. The trained nurse, skilled 
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in her profession and strong in soul, is 
the doctor’s second self. To her devo- 
tion and faithfulness is success in many 
cases due, when it requires long, care- 
ful, and scientific attention to detail in 
carrying out the treatment. Honor her 
in her noble calling, and proclaim her 


worth in the midnight vigil, in the silent . 


fight for life. 

Need I say anything of the moral con- 
duct which it behooves men of your lofty 
aspirations to have? Need I tell you that 
yours should be the type of purest man- 
hood, who are destined to discover many 
a skeleton in the family closet ; who will 
enjoy the most sacred confidence of 
families ; who will often be looked up to 


as an arbitrator and common friend in: 


your communities? It behooves you, 
therefore, to cultivate those jewels of 
morality that adorn the blameless physi- 
cian. 

Finally, let the faith of your childhood 
illumine your path ; science does not lead 
to the overthrow of our simple faith. 
Science is of things material that we de- 
monstrate and know; faith, an offering, 
a sacrifice spiritual. One should never 
be used to prove the other. They are 
not of the same genus. Furthermore, it 
has been aptly said that ‘‘a little science 
might take us away from faith, but a 
great deal of science will ultimately 
bring us hack to it;’’ yes, it will only 
lead you on to better things until the 
evening of life, when it will cheer you 
with the bright prospects of an eternal 
dawn. 

I had avision. This young and vig- 
orous school, which I love, I saw radiant 
with celestial light. Above it, the clear, 
blue sky of pure endeavor. Under it, 
the solid foundation of higher education. 
Behind it, its struggles and noble work 
of the past. Within it, a great class of 
eager students, led on by a learned and 
enthusiastic Faculty. In front of it, a 
band of alumni drawing it to the golden 
arch ofa great destiny. 

Therefore, gentlemen, to reach this 
ideal, which I know is not all a dream, 
we would see you with our alumni bound 
by brotherly friendship; we would see 
you take rank, and study to learn, study 
to succeed, study to acquire vaster stores 
of knowledge; and while the Faculty ex- 
tends to you a parting hand, I read in 
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your hearts the silent, but firm, resolve 
to be devoted to the best interests and 
progress of your chosen profession, and 
to reflect honor upon your Alma Mater. 

It only remains for me, gentlemen, to 
bid you God-speed on your entrance into 
professional life, and with the best wishes 
of my heart to say a final 


“Farewell! a word that hath been and must be 
A sound that makes us linger, yet,—farewell !” 


UNCONSCIOUSNESS THROUGH 
NITROUS OXIDE GAS. 


By WILLIAM R. D. BLACKWOOD, M.D. 


is well known to many persons that 
a long series of events may appear to 
pass during dreams which last but a short 
time, and in my own experience I have 
the recurrence in a dream of events cover- 
ing a period of something more than 
three years, which had actually previ- 
ously occurred, yet the vision was of not 
more than two or three seconds long, for 
sleep had lasted but to that extent in 
presence of several persons. Here we 
have the history of much time apparently 
passing in the dream,when in reality the 
period transpiring was very brief. The 
opposite may also happen, 2. ¢., uncon- 
sciousness may be prolonged without the 
person experiencing it knowing that he 
was not fully in possession of his reason- 
ing faculties. A corroboration of* this 
phase of mental condition happened to 
me a few days ago, and as it was very 
curious to myself, and is not upheld by 
the experience of any of a large number of 
of persons interviewed who had thechance 
to feel similarly, I report it. Desiring 
to have a very painful tooth extracted, 
and being acutely sensitive to pain, I 
called on my friend, Dr. Kimmel, of 1306 
Walnut Street, in this city, whose exper- 
ience with nitrous oxide gas is probably 
larger than that of any other operator 
in the profession, and to whom I have 
referred many persons in the last ten 
years, because I have had, in common 
with many professional friends, much 
damage done by advertising so-called 
dentists who profess to be experts in this 
business. I have also been favored by 
the doctor in cases where but limited 
anesthesia (in duration) was required for 
slight operations, and he always kept the 
patient in good shape till I got through 








ae ae ea ee es 








THE fIMES AND REGISTER. ‘479 











with the knife. Well, one day last week 
I went to my friend and told him what 
was wanted—the extraction free from 
pain, if possible. I alsu told him that I 
had some cardiac difficulty which I knew 
existed, but the character of which I did. 
not know, for I never would let profes- 
sional friends who had examined me tell 
its nature. I am content to suffer with it 
when it bothers me, and I suppose it may 
some day wind me up, but I am fatalist 
enough to take what comes without 
grumbling, and I don’t care, anyhow, 
about it. The doctor told me that he laid 
little stress on heart troubles, so far as 
any bad effect could be reasonably looked 
for because of the gas, and having had 
not only many of my patients who have 
had hearts (anatomically speaking) pass 
under his kind care, but having seen him 
extract with extreme expertness teeth 
for my wife at various times without any 
harm to her, although she suffers from 
angina pectoris, I sat down contentedly 
with a view of not only getting rid of the 
terrible pain, but of studying so far as 
possible the phenomena involved before 
unconsciousness took place, and the re- 
covery from it. I have taken ether and 
chloroform during the war experiment- 
ally frequently, and with me there was 
always a period of distinct oblivion to all 
surroundings, with a perceptible awaken- 
ing therefrom. 
When I commenced inhaling the gas 
I noticed the right hand of the doctor 
resting on the instrument cabinet close 
to the chair. His left was behind me 
somewhere, either on the chair or my 
head. I breathed with the longest possible 
inhalations and exhalations, and counted 
them. At the fourth I noted a slight 
tightness in the chest, and I put my hand 
on it interrogatively—the doctor saying 
that is all right. In two more breaths 
the tightness was felt a little lower down, 
and the same action was renewed—the 
doctor saying ‘‘all right.’’ Atthe thir- 
teenth inhalation the young lady who 
held the tube to my face took it away, 
and the doctor asked, ‘‘Well, doctor, 
do you think that you can stand the ex- 
traction now ?”’ and I replied ‘‘no;’’ when 
he said, ‘‘you would like a little more 
gas first ?”’ to which I replied ‘‘yes, if 
you think desirable.’’ He then said, ‘‘It 
has been out for more than a minute, 














and I could have extracted six more 
easily.” Whilst saying this he held up 
the forceps with the offender in its grasp. ~ 
Now for the curious part of the phenom- 
enon, and a query as to its explanation. 
Before I took a single breath of gas I 
determined to do two things : 

First. Breathe fully and deeply to save 
the doctor’s time and trouble, for many 
persons are awfully bothersome under 
the administration, I know. 

Second. I wanted to find out the 
pleasant and unpleasant environments— 
do you feel the forceps? do you feel any 
twinge of any kind? is the.gas unpleas- 
ant or the reverse? does it sicken you 
after the business is over, etc. 

Now, I looked at his hand on the 
cabinet steadily, for I supposed he had 
the forceps under it; (it was his right 
hand, and he is right-handed), I counted 
up to thirteen inhalations at which time 
the cone was removed from my face, and 
instantly after it was taken away he asked 
the question “Well,doctor, do you think that 
you can stand the extraction now?’’ His 
hand never moved all the time! Yet the 
extraction must have been done after the 
cone was removed, of course. To my 
mind there was not the millionth part of 
a second intervening between the cessa- 
tion of the inhalation and the query by 
the doctor, yet he could have taken out 
six more teeth and he let me rest a full 
minute before he spoke. There we have 
the same action of intellection under 
anesthesia as during natural sleep, only 
it is reversed: in sleep we dream of long 
periods elapsing when but a moment is 
spent in slumber—absolute unconscious- 
ness with complete analgesia may hap- 
pen without our being aware when it 
begins and ends, the interregnum between 
the two conscious states being sometimes 
prolonged for several minutes. 

To me there was no taste of any kind 
about the gas; there was not even the 
sensation of anything passing into the 
lungs or out of them ; no pain, of course, 
was felt; the whole sensation was very 
delightful, and why any one who can 
reach such an expert as my friend, 
Dr. Kimmel, should stand the old- 
fashioned and barbarous method of being 
hauled about the room when neithet the 
tooth nor the puller will let go, is more 
than I can understand. I have been 
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called a good hand at extraction myself, 
for I have done a big lot of it, yet I 

’ think now that I won’t do it any more 

here at least, when I can substitute gas 

for strength and tact, as we all can do. 
246 NoRTH TWENTIETH STREET. 


SOME NEW DRUGS. 
By WILLIAM F. WAUGH, M. D. 


6¢ “T’RY all things and hold fast to the 

good.’’ At present, when new 
drugs pour in upon us more rapidly 
than patients upon whom to try them, 
this advice is not easy to follow. Some 
trials I have made; and the results are 
here recorded: 


‘* PHENALGERCINE ”’ 


An article of unknown origin, recom- 
mended as an analgesic. I gave this to 
a woman, 6o years of age, with neuralgic 
pain at the base of the brain and in the 
ears. She reported herself as better; but 


the relief was only temporary. 
A woman 45 years of age. with hemi- 
The drug 


crania and acid indigestion. 
gave no relief. 


COCILLANA. 


Seven cases of acute bronchitis were 
treated by this drug. In five, it did well, 
acting much as ipecacuanha, but rather 
more decidedly. In two it failed. These 
were cases of chronic bronchitis of many 
years’ standing, with acute attacks 
supervening. 


SALOPHEN. 


Aman, aged 30 years, a morphine 
habitué. When the daily dose had been 
reduced to one-eighth grain, he was 
seized with excruciating hemicrania. 
‘The whole head seemed to swell, and his 
face became intensely congested. For 
this, salophen proved more effectual than 
acetanilide, phenocoll or various com- 
binations. One drachm of salophen was 
given, in doses of ten grains every hour ; 
and always gave relief. It should be 
noted, however, that hypodermics of 
morphine, even as little as 7, grain of 
the sulphate, gave still more relief. 

A lady, aged 38, long subject to hemi- 
crania since recovering from desqua- 
mative nephritis. Salophen gave greater 
telief than acetanilide, antipyrin, phe- 





nacetine, phenocoll or antinervine. The 
dose of salophen was the same as in the 
preceding case. 

A gentleman, aged 46, with acid in- 
digestion, gall-stones and gout. Sixty 
grains of salophen dissipated a threatened 
attack of gout, of minor intensity. 

The second case noted under ‘“ Phen- 
algercine,’’ took salophen, and reported 
some benefit, but not complete relief. 


PIPERAZIN. 


A lady, age-l 50 years, stout and ple- 
thoric, fond of the good things of this 
life, suffered with indigestion and gouty 
symptoms. Piperazin, fifteen grains a 
day, was given for tendays. The gouty 
pains disappeared, and she was as much 
improved as her habits permitted. 

A gentleman with a similar history, 
but with more decided attacks of gout, 
took piperazin, gr. xx, daily. He be- 
lieves this averted an attack. 

A harness-maker, of sedentary habits, 
subject to uricemia, with indigestion, 
headaches, etc. Piperazin, gr. xv, daily, 
gave him great relief. 

A lady, aged 45 years, stout but pallid, 
subject to continual uricemic headaches. 
Piperazin gave relief while it was admin- 
istered, but no longer. ; 

A bank teller, aged 22 years, subject 
to ‘‘ bilious headaches.’’ He took twenty 
grains in one dose of piperazin, and broke 
up the headache. 

In two cases of general depression, 
probably uricemic, in men who drank 
regularly though not to excess, piperazin 
failed to give relief. 

In one case of pruritus, in a lady 32 
years of age, stout and plethoric, piper- 
azin, in doses of fifteen grains daily fcr a 
week, gave no relief. The same report 
was given in one case of subacute rheu- 


‘matism and one of inveterate hemicrazia. 


These reports tend to limit the value 
of piperazin to the gouty and uricemic 
conditions ; the drug proving efficient in 
proportion as these symptoms were mark- 
ed. The great cost of the drug prevents 
extended experimentation ; and a cur- 
ious bye-effect deterred me from giving 
it in larger doses. It is well known that 
the salicylates and coal-tar derivatives 
all have an antaphrodisiac action. Pip- 
erazin appears also to possess this quality 


| ina decided degree. 
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GLYCOZONE. 


For two cases of acute pharyngeal ca- 
tarrh, the mucous membrane being dry 
and tense, glycozone was applied with a 
brush every half hour; relief ensuing 
speedily. Glycerine relieves these cases, 
but as sometimes they develop into 
diphtheria, glycozone is preferable as a 
preventive of the latter. 


‘““DEODOFORM.”’ 


A proposed substitute for iodoform. 
Two cases of ulcer of the mouth; deodo- 
form cured, but not so well as iodoform. 


' LOSOPHAN. 


The case of pruritus mentioned under 
Piperazin; losophan stopped the itching 
as soon as applied; but it returned until 
the lady took salicylate of soda for two 
veeks, and a liquid extract of malt. In 
two cases of pruritus ani and one very 
orstinate case of pruritus vulve that 
had resisted all other treatment, losophan 
ontment effected a permanent cure. This 
isa valuable local remedy for pruritus. 


SALIPYRIN. 


In one case of inveterate hemicrania 
‘alipyrin proved less efficient than salo- 
phen. 


SALOCOLL. 


Subacute rheumatism, of several win- 
tis’ duration, in a lady 63 years of 
aye; salocoll gave relief, but not more 
than had been obtained from pure sodium 
sdicylate or strontium iodide. 


‘* NERVINE GRANULES.’’ 


Two cases of epilepsy, in women under 
$0 years of age. The granules alone 
were inefficient; but when sixty grains 
| day of potassium bromide were taken, 
nd spasms still occurred occasionally, 
he granules prevented these. Six to 
Wwelve daily were given. The dose of 
komide could not be increased on ac- 
ount of the acne produced. 





AN ANTIPYRETIC PILL. 


During the first season of la grippe’s 
pevalence, I treated a seriesof pneumonia 
cses with the ‘‘Febricide’’ pill; said to 
catain acetanilide and quinine, of each 
tw) grains, and one-sixth of a grain of 





there being no deaths in the series of 
over twenty cases. Since that time, 
however, I have not been able to obtain 
nearly as good results from these pills. 
The reason may be that the type of the 
disease has changed; or, the composition 
of the pills may have been altered. I 
have had no information as to this point 
from the manufacturers, but if the 
quinine is still an ingredient, they have 
apparently solved the problem of render- 
ing this drug tasteless. This illustrates 
forcibly the danger a physician incurs, 
who allows himself to speak favorably of 
any manufactured preparation; for, in 
spite of one’s protests, the maker may 
continue to use such endorsements when 
the article vended is not that for which 
the recommendation was made. 

The Febricide pill was intended to bea 
combination of acetanilide, a ‘‘febricide,”’ 
cocaine, a heart tonic, and quinine, com- 
bining both properties. Theoretically, 
such a combination is of great value, as 
in many cases of continued fever these 
two indications are to be met. But 
cocaine is not distinctively and uniformly 
a cardiac tonic; and, if it were, the 
quinine is superfluous. For these rea- 
sons, I have made. several attempts to 
devise a more satisfactory formula. The 


theory of intestinal antisepsis is gaining 


ground rapidly; and it is now admitted 
that in many, if not all, febrile cases, 
the symptoms are partly due to the 
absorption of toxic principles from the 
intestinal canal. On this principle, I 
concluded to substitute the sulphocar- 
bolate of zinc for the quinine, and a bet- 
ter cardiac tonic for the cocaine. At 
my request, Messrs. John Wyeth & Bro. 
prepared three samples of compressed 
pills, of composition as follows: 


No. I 

BR Phenacetin........ gr. ij ss 
Zinc. sulphocarbolat.. .-. . gr. j 8s 
Ext. cactus grand. ..... fl. m j 

No. 2. 

BK Acetanilid....... - gr. ij 
Zinc. sulphocarbolat . . . .. gr. ij 
Tinct. strophanthi.. ..... mj 

No. 3. 

BR Acetanilid.......-... gr. ij 
Zinc. sulphocarbolat ..... gr. ij 
Spartein.sulph........ gr. 3 


The first pill I tried in three cases of 





coine. The results were very good; 


| 





lobar pneumonia. At first, the good 
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effects were quickly manifested; the 
critical fall of temperature, etc., occurred 
in two cases in twenty-four hours; in the 
third, in three days. The latter was a 
pregnant woman. who had a miscarriage, 
at six months; the pneumonia relapsed, 
and after a long iliness, she now pre- 
sents symptoms of chronic pneumonic 
infiltration, with a cavity, but no 
fever; and no tubercle bacilli have been 
detected in the sputa, after repeated 
and prolonged examinations by Pro- 
fessor S. G. Dixon. One of the other 
cases recovered speedily; but the third 
a hard drinker, relapsed twice, and 
eventually died of an acute pulmonary 
hyperemia. The cactus was insufficient 
as a heart tonic; the dose of zinc too small, 
and the phenacetine did not appear to 
exercise a permanent effect. In fact, as 
in a very remarkable case of measles re- 
ported by me some years ago, this drug 
appeared to hold the disease in check 
for the time, and when the phenacetine 
was discontinued, the disease resumed 
its interrupted course. 

This formula was given up; and for 
two months I have employed the two oth- 
ers, in all febrile cases. Without giving 
these in detail, I will simply say that they 
have shown that we have in these com- 
binations antipyretics of great efficacy; 
well suited for use in pneumonia, tuber- 
culosis, rheumatic and other fevers. Of 
the two, I prefer the formula containing 
sparteine, as apt to be more uniform and 
safer for general use than strophanthus. 
In pneumonia, however, of adults, the 
latter is preferable, from its properties as 
a tonic to the heart, and because it does 
not contract the blood vessels. In phthi- 
sis, with night sweats, I have substituted 
digitalis; while in most other cases, the 
diuretic action of sparteine renders it 
preferable. In either form, the ‘‘Anti- 
pyretic pill’’ is superior to the ‘‘Febri- 
cide,”’ both in febrile affections, and as 
an analgesic, in neuralgias. Especially 
in the numerous neuralgic and myalgic 
attacks due to acid fermentation and 
attended with depression of the circula- 
tion, it has proved of superior efficacy. 


Chicago is overrun with doctors, who 
went there to reap a harvest during the 
World s Fair,and are getting very little 
to do. 





Society Notes. 





NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDI. 
CINE.—SECTION ON ORTHO- 
PADIC SURGERY. 


(Stated Meeting, April 2ist, 1893—W. R. Townsend, 
M. D., Chairman } 


THE PREHENSILE TOE. 


Dr. Royal Whitman presented a case 
one of several he haa seen, in whici 
he was uncertain whether the conditim 
was a mi!d form of club-foot, or a ren- 
iniscence of a more primitive type. The 
peculiar feature was the long prehensile 
great toe, provided with muscles which 
moved it in every direction. Attention 
had been first directed to it in this case 
when the mother attempted to have 
shoes fitted to the child’s feet. 

Dr. R. H. Sayre said he had seen a 
much more aggravated form of this co1- 
dition, in which there was a very ppn- 
minent ‘‘thumb’’ which interfered wih 
walking, and the child also had supzr- 
numerary toes, which were twisted it 
various directions. 

Dr. A. M. Phelps considered the cas: 
presented one of simple varus, witi 
shortening of the abductor pollicis ani 
plantar fascia. The deformity coull 
probably be remedied by stretching anl 
manual manipulation under ether, ard 
the foot then put up in plaster of Paris 

Dr. Whitman said this treatment migit 
be effective, but he did not consider te 
case one of simple varus, as the deformty 
was not at the medio-tarsal joint, but i1 
front of it. 

CONGENITAL DISLOCATION OF TH) 
Hip (Lorenz Operation).—Dr. V. P. Git 
ney said that on October 28, 1892, h 
operated upon a boy, five years of age 
who had an anterior congenital dislocz 
tion of the left hip. His general cond 
tion at the time was excellent. The: 
was some slight elevation of the pelvi, 
one and a half inches of apparent shor 
ening, and one inch real shortenin, 
with one inch atrophy of the thigh, bt 
none of the knee or calf. The greatst 
traction which the patient could bar 
only reduced the shortening by oe- 
quarter of an inch. On the right se 
the distance from the trochanter mr 
to the anterior superior spinous pro¢ss 
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was three inches, and on the left side, 
two and one-half inches. The tro- 
chanter was only half an inch above 
Nelaton’s line. While one assistant 
made traction and abduction of the limb, 
and another made counter-extension by 
means of a flannel bandage at the per- 
ineum, subcutaneous myotomy was 
made of all the adductor tendons and of 
other points within reach. By flexing 
the thigh, the muscles attached to the 
tuber ischii were brought into promi- 
nence and were then divided subcuta- 
neously through a second punctured 
wound. Then firm traction and abduc- 
tion brought the limb down until it was 
of the same length as its fellow. An in- 
cision about three inches long was then 
made, extending from the anterior su- 
perior spinous process in the vertical 
axis of the limb, exposing the fascia lata. 
On cutting this fascia transversely, the 
tensor vaginae femoris and _ sartorius 
muscles were exposed, and on retracting 
these, the capsule of the joint was ex- 
posed. It was divided anteriorly, thus 
bringing into view the head of the bone, 
which was somewhat flattened. On cut- 
ting away the long ligamentum teres, 
the acetabulum was found to be very 
shallow. A cup-shaped depression was 
gouged in the acetabulum, the head of 
the bone placed in this, and the wound 
drained and closed. An antiseptic dress- 
ing was applied, and the limb put up in 
plaster of Paris in extension and abduction. 
The boy reacted well to the operation, 
and on December, when the plaster was 
renewed, there was found to be one- 
fourth inch shortening, but the move- 
ments in all directions were good and 
painless. On December 24th, when the 
plaster was again changed, it was found 
that the head of the bone would slip out 
of the acetabulum on very slight provo- 
cation, and from this time on it became 
very difficult even with the aid of various 
splints, to keep the bone in place. On 
April 17th, he died of diphtheria, and 
at the autopsy, the left leg was found 
markedly rotated outward, and shortened, 
the trochanter major being half an inch 
above Nelaton’s line. The head of the bone 
was dislocated forward and rested firmly 
In the socket below the anterior superior 
spine of the ilium, where it was held in 
place by firm adhesions anteriorly, in the 





line of the original operation incision. 
At the new articulation, the head was 
eroded, the angle of the neck was de- 
pressed, and the depression made at the 
time of the operation had been entirely 
filled up with tissues, which seemed tocon- 
sist partly of bone, and partly of cartilage. 
It was evident that any attempt at com- - 
plete reduction into a normal acetabulum 
would have been attended by a complete 
rolling in of the limb, and of the leg, so 
that a subsequent osteotomy would have 
been required. The rim of the pelvis 
on which was located the anterior su- 
perior spine, was found to form an ef- 
fectual bar to the slipping up of the bone 
during walking, and it was evident that 
although the limb was not in the new 
acetabulum, as expected, for practical 
purposes, the newly formed joint was 
more useful than a poorly formed one on 
the dorsum of the ilium, and that although 
there was some slight motion upwards, it 
was not equal to that obtained in the old 
and imperfectly formed acetabulum. 
Hoffa’s Operation.—In_ connection 
with this case, Dr. Gibney also reported 
a case in which Hoffa’s operation had 
been performed by Hoffa himself, at the 
Hospital for Ruptured and Crippled, in 
the presence of a number of distinguished 
surgeons. Dr. Hoffa considered the case 
an excellent one for the operation, which 
was done on September 28, 1891, the pa- 
tient being a girl, two and one-half years 
of age. The limb was held flexed at an 
angle of about 145°,while a straight in- 
cision about three inches long was made 
in the line of the femur in such a position 
that the tip of the trochanter major was 
at its centre. The incision was carried 
through the glutei muscles in the line of 
their fibres,and asplit made in the capsule 
of the joint corresponding in direction 
and length with the external incision. 
The ligamentum teres was divided with 
curved scissors, and the head of the bone 
made to protrude through the opening 
in the capsule. The muscles attached to 
the trochanter, major and minor, were 
divided through the same opening. The 
upper part of the acetabulum was scooped 
out toa depth of nearly three-fourth of 
an inch, the joint thoroughly flushed 
with sterilized water, and the head of the 
bone placed in this newly formed acetab- 
ulum. It was then found that the limb 
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could be brought down parallel with its 
fellow without throwing the head out 
of the cavity. The wound in the capsule 
was closed with catgut suture, the exter- 
nal wound filled with iodoform gauze 
and a bichloride dressing applied. While 
traction was made, plaster of Paris spica 
was then put on from the ankle to the 
lower border of the ribs. The child bore 
the operation well, but four hours later 
the temperature was 104°, and the next 
morning 103.6°. It did not reach 100° 
until October 19. Up to November 5, 
when the child was discharged, there was 
a fluctuating temperature and suppura- 
tion of the wound, and efforts were simply 


made to keep the limb in good position, | 


and to stimulate the child. The wound 
did not heal until the middle of Decem- 
ber. For about two months there was 
paralysis, limited to the region and mus- 
cles supplied by the branches of the 
sciatic nerve. During this period, a hip 
splint was applied. On April 11, 1892, 
it was noted that the paralysis had disap- 
peared, and the child was still wearing 
the brace. She could move the toes and 
raise the limb easily from the table. 
There was limited motion at the hip, 
knee and ankle. The trochanter was then 
below Nelaton’s line, and apparently a 
little further forward than on the right 
side. About November rst, the child 
was etherized, and adduction’ overcome 
by manual force, and the limb put in a 
position of abduction. On January 26, 
1893, there was found to be some short- 
ening of the tendo Achillis, and the foot 
was in a position of moderate valgus. 
She could flex to 90°m and extend to 
175°; the adductors were quite tense and 
resistant. An examination made on 
April 21, showed the great trochanter 
above Nelaton’s line, a moderate degree 
of adduction, and one inch shortening. 
AN OLD UNUNITED INTRA-CAPSULAR 
FRACTURE OF THE FEMUR TREATED 
SUCCESSFULLY BY OPERATION. — Dr. 
Willy Meyer presented a man,thirty-nine 
years of age, whom he had first seen last 
November, at which time he gave a his- 
tory of having fallen ten months pre- 
viously from a height of sixteen feet, and 
striking on his feet. Since that time he 
had been unable to walk, and he evi- 
dently had not been treated for any 
special diseased condition. He was limp- 











ing on two crutches and was just able to 
touch the floor with the tips of the toes 
on the affected side. The leg was turned 
outward, shortened, and greatly atro- 
phied. The great trochanter was at least 
three inches above Nelaton’s line, there 
was outward rotation, and on traction 
the leg could be drawn down a good 
deal. Then crepitation was felt; there 
was evidently an ununited intra capsular 
fracture of the neck of the femur. Dr. 
Meyer decided to perform arthrotomy of 
the hip, and determine the exact condi- 
tion. Ifthe head was found to be mov- 
able in the joint, and on scraping the 
surface, it bled, an attempt would be 
made to unite the neck to the head; oth- 
erwise it would be simply excised. 

The operation was done on December 
2, 1892, at the German Hospital. Lang- 
enbeck’s slightly curved incision was 
employed, and on entering the joint, a 
fracture was found to be entirely intra- 
capsular, andthe capsulegreatly enlarged. 
Both fragments were found to be united 
by long connective tissue. The neck had 
fractured from the head at the base of the 
latter, and the entire circle of the head was 
freely movable in the acétabulum. On 
cutting away the adhesions between the 
two fragments, it was found that both 
the surface of the head fragment and that 
of the neck fragments was concave. The 
angle between the shaft and neck also 
seemed to be less oblique than normal. 
On scraping the head-fragment, it bled 
over its entire surface, so it was decided 
to unite the head to the shaft by nails, 
and accordingly the periosteum was 
stripped down, and the bone chiselled 
away so as to make a convex surface on 
the neck fragment. Long screws not 
being at hand, Wyeth’s nails were em- 
ployed. They were introduced from the 
trochanter through the longitudinal axis 
of the neck into the head. The first nail 
broke at the surface of the bone; the sec- 
ond, on removing the handle, also broke, 
but inside of the bone. The steel evi- 
dently was very pvor. Although care- 
fully sterilized, these nails could not be 
left iz situ. So the bone was chiselled 
away inthe shape of a small funnel so as 
to get at the broken end of the nail. The 
latter was then partially extracted to 
admit of its easy removal subsequently. 
Two drainage tubes and some iodoform 
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THERE ARE ONLY TWO PREPARED FOODS THAT WILL 
NOURISH A CHILD AS PERFECTLY AS HUMAN MILK. They are 


[ fl RIGK'S LACTO-PREPARATA 
and SOLUBLE FOOD. 


The former is an all-milk Food, closely resem- 
bling human milk in character, composition 
and taste, and designed for infants from birth to seven 
months of age, and the latter is composed of equal parts 
of Lacto-Preparata and Dextrinated Wheat, 
and designed for the remainder of the nursing perird 
and for invalids. 

We make the statement at the head of this page 
with a knowledge of the general opinion of the Pro- 
fession in reference to artificial feeding, and a 
full appreciation of what our statement implies. It is 
based on personal observation and actual test in hun- 
dreds of cases, and we hope that no Physician will 

doubt this statement without verifying it by mak- 
ing a trial of our Infant Foods as now put up in 
hermetically sealed cans. 

Samples will be furnished gratuitous if you 
desire to make a comparative test. 


‘KUMYSGEN 


Or Kumyss in powder form for making Liquid 
Kumyss in less than one minute, by simply dissolving the 
powder in water. 

MYSGEN More nutritious and more palatable than any Liquie 
Kumyss. 

There is no Food that equals it in all forms of Indiges- 
tion, Pulmonary Affections, Fevers, Vomiting in 
Pregnancy, Cancer of the Stomach and all conditions 
of the digestive organs where no food or even water can be retained. In Phthisis, it 
will increase weight and strength far more rapidly than God Liver Oil. 

KUMYSGEN is incomparable as a Food where easy digestion, high 
nutrition and palatability are desired. 

A pound bottle of KUMYSGEN will be sent any Physician prepared on receipt of 
fifty cents, which is about one-third its retail price. KUMYSGEN i is now put up only in 
bottles holding 20 ounces and 5 pounds. 

KUMYSGEN is much iss expensive than oathaiieg Liquid Kumyss to prescribe 
and its keeping qualities are perfect, while the latter spoils in a very short time. 

KUMYSGEN, when first prepared, was not relished by some patients, but, as improved, commencing with batch 


$00, will please the most delicate palate, | 
REED & CARNRICE, New York. 
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Clinical evidence shows that 
apart from the value of Cod Liver 


Oil as an assimil- 
able fat, the active 
principles of the 
oil, known col- 
lectively as Morr- 
huol, represent 
its true thera- 
peutic value. 


d v. 
Morrhuol Creosote is recom- 


mended for the 
treatment of 
bronchial ca- 
tarrh, and 
tuberculosis. 
The stomach rap- 
idly accomodates 





MORRHUOL 


(CHAPOTEAUT.) 
Ext. Olei Morrhue Alcoholicum. 

The Alkaloids and all the active principles 
of Cod Liver: Oil dispensed in spherical 
capsules, each of which is equivalent to one 
teaspoonful of oil. 


Nausea, taste and smell avoided. 








MORRHUOL 
CREOSOTE 


In spherical capsules, each of which con- 
tains 1 minim of Creosote (equal to 90% of 
Guaiacol) and 3 minims of Morrhuol. 





Morrhuol obtains excellent 
results wherever the oil is indi- 


cated, but is not 
tolerated. It is 
the type of those 
remedies used in 
wasting diseases 
which act by 
stimulating nutri- 
tion. 


After a few days there is 


a noticeable in- 
crease in the ap- 
petite and im- 
proved general 
condition, besides 
decrease in the 
Expectoration, 


Dose: 4 to 12 capsules daily. 


itself to large doses. Night sweats and Cough. 


VIN .ws** NOURRY 


IODINE and TANNIN in WINE 


A Substitute for Cod Liver Oil 


odinated Wine (Nourry) is a preparation in which Iodine is really 


combined with Tannin. Its richness in-Iodine, its pleasant flavor, its stability, 
and (on account of the action of.the Tannin) its being so perfectly welt 
supported by the most delicate stomachs and so easy of assimilation render it 
the most effective and agreeable form in which Iodine can be administered. 
The Iodinated Wine (Nourry) would therefore suggest itself for 


Use whenever Iodine is indicated 
Tt has been found superior to Cod Liver Oil, especially in children's maladies. It is recommended in 
phthisis, la grippe, anaemia, rheumatism. bronchitis, asthma, emphysema and chronic catarrh by such 


eminent French physicians as Drs. Dujardin-Beaumetz, Féréol, Huchard, de Saint-Germain, Simon, 
Sevestre, Gibert, Moizard and Abadie. 


To avoid substitution 4 physicians should write 
“Vin Godotane) Nourry”ang should exact 7 _ the manufacturer's signature. 














Send for pamphlet to 


E, FOUGERA & CO., NEW YORK 


Sole. Agents for the United States “  — Meation this Journa? 
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gauze were inserted, and an antiseptic 
dressing, adhesive plaster, and extension 
splint applied. The next morning the 
patient was in collapse asa result of a 
free and continuous parenchymatous 
bleeding from the porous, atrophied bone. 
Saline and stimulating enemata did not 
help, nor a hypodermoclysis of 800 cc. 
saline solution. But after an intra-ven- 
ous injection of one quart of salt water, 
he was very much better, and from that 
time recovery was steady. The nails 
were removed at the end of eight weeks, 
and at the end of the tenth week, he was 
allowed to get up and go around on 
crutches. The shortening before the 
operation was three and one-fourth in- 
ches, and it is still one and one-half 
inches. 

The speaker was of the opinion there 
was bony union, but when the patient 
was shown to the Surgical Society, some 
of the members thought there was no 
bony union, but a very little close adhe- 
sive union. The removal of so much 
bone from the neck, the changed angle, 
and the atrophy of the muscles, however 
probably accounted for any effect in the 
motion. The latter was actively as well 
as passively quite free. The man now 
easily walked with one cane. He could 
also walk without any support. 


DISCUSSION. 


Dr. A. M. Phelps said that Hoffa had 
reported sixteen cases, all of them suc- 
cesses. If his operation proved to be suc- 
cessful once in fifty times, it was an im- 
provement on anything now known, for, 
so far, there had not been a single case 
in which a congenital dislocation of the 
hip had been cured by any instrument 
known. Hoffa’s cases, however, should 
be examined five years after the opera- 
tion. He was of the opinion that in con- 
genital dislocation of the hip the acetab- 
ulum is not always absent, but is al- 
most always deformed. A specimen pre- 
sented by him in Washington showed 
that the pressure of the head had caused 
the deformity of the acetabulum. If 
Hoffa’s operation had been performed, a 
good socket would have been formed. 
Where the head and neck are absent, as 
sometimes occurs, any operation short of 
complete excision, and a gouging out of 
the acetabulum, would surely fail. In 





the case just presented, suppuration un- 
fortunately occurred; it was really a case 
of hip joint disease following Hoffa’s 
operation and the accidental infection of 
the wound. He had made the best pos- 
sible use of all known instruments for the 
treatment of this condition, but he had 
not yet seen any case cured, and very 
few had been benefited materially. In 
every case the limb had shortened up. 
Where the joint is firm, he would not 
think of operating. In fractures of long 
standing, in some cases of hip joint dis- 
ease, it is possible by prolonged traction 
in bed to succeed in pulling the limb 
down. ; 

Dr. S. Ketch said that he did not think 
we should accept any of the cases re- 
ported by Hoffa as unqualified successes 
until a suitable time had elapsed, and 


‘examination had shown them to be 


actual cures. He had had no personal 
experience with Hoffa’s operation, but 
he would not think of advising this 
operation until we knew more about it 
than at present. It is a good operation 
theoretically, but whether the new acetab- 
ulum will hold the head of the bone 
after ex posure to the traumatism of walk- 
ing, is still an open question. 

Dr. Whitman said that the relation of 
the neck of the femur to the shaft should, 
if possible, be ascertained before opera- 
tion; for if, as in the case reported by 
Dr. Gibney, the neck was twisted for- 
wards, an osteotomy of the shaft would be 
necessary as a secondary operation, in 
order to rotate the leg outwards to its 
normal position. He was in favor of the 
operation, and thought it should be _per- 
formed as early as possible. The new 
acetabulum should be made large and 
deep, the head of the bone held firmly 
in position, and sufficient pressure ap- 
plied to restrain the new bone formation 
which might obliterate the artificial ace- 
tabulum, as in the case under discussion. 

Dr. Myers said he thought most sur- 
geons had very little notion of how 
large an acetabulum could be made. A 
number of experiments on the cadaver 
had shown him that it could be made 
of very considerable size. One should 
avoid making too much traction, as 
there is no use in putting the head of 
the bone in the acetabulum, and then 
pulling it out again. This tendency of 
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the head to slip out can be prevented by 
considerably abducting the limb. He 
thought the operation of Lorenz more 
scientifically correct, and easier to per- 
form. ‘Two deaths had been reported 
from Hoffa’s operation. 

The chairman, referring to Dr. Willy 
Meyer’s case, said he could not see how 
there could be such perfect motion if only 
fibrous union existed. The four cases 
he had treated mechanically had all 
proved failures. He had seen nothing 
like the result exhibited in this patient, 
and although when traction is made on 
the limb, there is a slight slipping of the 
soft parts, he did not think this indi- 
cated fibrous union. It seemed to him 
that the slipping was about equal on both 
sides of the body. 

Dr. R. H. Sayre thought there was 
undoubtedly more mobility in the joint 
operated on than on the other side; for, 
on holding the pelvis still, there is a dis- 
tinctly larger area of motion on the in- 
jured side. This however, might be 
due to atrophy of the head, or to the 
amount of bone removed. In any case, 
the limb is practically very useful. In 
his opinion, an operative procedure in 
patients of this age, or even older, is 
much better than the usual let-alone treat- 
ment. He was particularly interested in 
the statement about the vascularity of the 
head, as this would seem to indicate that 
when these cases are seen early, by 
proper treatment they can be made to 
unite without operation. It is evident 
that in many cases the vascular supply 
to the head of the bone is quite sufficient 
to afford nourishment, whether or not it 
was limited to the ligamentum teres, as 
-had been stated. Many cases had been 
reported of union by simply securing 
proper apposition and immobilization for 
a sufficient length of time. 

Dr. Whitman said that as there was 
three inches shortening before operation, 
the neck could not have been in contact 
with the head. He thought all must 
agree that the union in this case was 
firm, and that although the motion was 
limited, it was equal in all directions and 
the result was very satisfactory. 

Dr. Meyer, in closing the discussion, 
said that if careful mechanical treatment 
had been tried and union not obtained 
within a reasonable time, he would then 





operate. He had been surprised at the 


vascularity of the head in his case, and 
at the great atrophy and fatty degenera- 
tion which had taken place in the shaft- 
fragment, which had been so marked, 
that the nails passed through the bone 
almost as if going through wax. An- 
other point of interest was that there had 
been no adhesion whatsoever between the 
head of the bone and the acetabulum. 


“THE ELEMENTS OF THE EARLY Dir- 
FERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS OF PoTr’s Dis- 
EASE.’’—Dr. Royal Whitman read a paper 
with this title. 


DISCUSSION. 


Dr. A. M. Phelps remarked that one 
important point in the differential diag- 
nosis was that in wry-neck the face is 
turned away from the contraction, whereas 
in Pott’s disease the face is turned towards 
the contraction. 

Dr. S. Ketch said that long ago Dr. 
Shaffer, in his work on Pott’s disease, 
referred to this peculiar condition of the 
sterno-cleido mastoid muscle, and also to 
the diagnosis of the location of the dis- 
ease, vzz - that in cervical disease high 
ur there is an interference with the func- 
tion of rotation, and in disease of the 
lower cervical region there is interference 
with extension and flexion. The speaker 
called attention to the remarkable apathy 
exhibited by the laity regarding the ap- 
pearance of a deformity of the spine. A 
case in point was that of a child who was 
brought to the clinic for ankle joint dis- 
ease. In the course of the examination 
the father remarked that the child had 
had a stomach ache for a long time, and 
following the usual rule to examine the 
spine under such circumstances, he found 
a very large kyphos. The father had 
never noticed this before, and although 
the child had been under the care of a 
physician because of the stomach ache, 
no examination of the spine had been 
made. ; 

Dr. L. W. Hubbard said that a few 
weeks ago a child, the only one of very 
respectable parents, bad been brought to 
him with a very marked deformity of the 
spine, extending from the sixth to the 
eighth dorsal vertebra, yet the mother 
had ‘only noticed it’ two weeks before. 
Many of the symptoms referred to in the 
paper were present, and this case had 
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also been under the care of a family . 


physician for some time. The speaker 
emphasized the importance of the mus- 


cular conditions found in connection | 


with Pott’s disease, and called attention 


He had never seen the least rigidity of 


the lumbar spine due to Pott’s disease in ' 


which there was not marked psoas re- 
sistance on one side or the other. 

Dr. R. H. Sayre thought the paper 
most excellent. 


being relieved by lying on the back, and 
slight traction being made, the reverse 
was the case, the child being compelled 


to sit in a chair, leaning its head against. 


a pillow because of the feeling of fright 


and dread whenever it attempted to lie’ 
This was probably because the: 
disease was between the odontoid process , 


down. 


and the front part of the atlas, and lying 


with the head back brought together the’ 


inflamed surfaces, and increased the 
pain and spasm. He had also seen dis- 
ease in this region where the face was 


not turned towards the contracted muscle, . 
but was twisted away from it, because: 


other muscles happened to be contracted 
also. Hehad not always found rachitic 
curves ‘‘quite out’? when the child was 
in the prone position, to such a degree as 
the author had described, because in 
some of these children there is an acute 
arthritis in various parts of the body. 
He had seen these angular distortions 
remain rigid, just as in tubercular angu- 
lar deformity. In small children, he 
had not observed anything but the spastic 
hemiplegia of which the author spoke, 
but in older children, and in adults, he 
had seen an ataxic form of hemiplegia 
without spasticity, and not until after- 
wards was the kyphos and typical Pott’s 
disease noticed. 

Dr. Phelps said he could not under- 
stand how in a case of wry-neck the face 
could be turned towards the contracted 
muscle — it is purely a mechanical 
problem. 

Dr. Myers said that he had seen sev- 
eral girls about sixteen years of age, in 
whom the lumbar spine was very promi- 
nent, and slightly rigid, and he had been 


He had noticed in cer-' 
tain cases of disease of the first and’ 
second cervical vertebra that instead of 











uncertain whether or not there was true 
disease of the spine. These girls were 
engaged in doing needle-work, and they 
sew much of the time with the head 


| thrown forward. 
particularly to the early presence of psoas ; 
contraction in disease of the lumbar : 
region—even before abscess is present. 


Dr. A. B. Judson referred to a small 
group of cases in which wrong diagnoses 
had been made, or unnecessary alarm ex- 
cited, by projecting vertebree between the 
fifth and ninth dorsal. In this region 
the spinous processes are extremely long 
and project downward in a direction not 
very far from vertical when the patient is 
erect; but when the patient stoops, even 
in a slight degree, these long processes ap- 
proach the horizontal and make a row of 
projections which are rather alarming at 
the first glance. The cases which he had . 
collected occurred in girls at or soon after 
the time of rapid growth, when the atti- 
tude is apt to be stooping and the 
skeleton is not well covered with fat. 
Any doubt about such a case is at once 
dispelled when it is noticed that the 
natural curve of the spine in this region 
is not broken into two curves, meeting 
at an angle, as in incipient Pott’s disease, 
and by recalling the peculiar vertebrz 
referred to. ; 

Dr. Whitman, in closing the dicussion, 
said that the distortion of the head in 
the early stage of Pott’s disease was 
caused by the contraction of certain 
muscles, and by the shape of the articu- 
lating surface of the vertebree. - 

Simple wry-neck was not unfrequently 
caused by contraction of the lateral and 
posterior muscles of the neck, the sterno- 
mastoid being unaffected. In such a 
case the pathognomonic sign mentioned 
by Dr. Phelps would be misleading. The 
diagnosis was, rather, to be made on 
careful history, grouping of symptoms, 
and on the anatomical relations of the 
parts involved. The position of the head 
was often suggestive, but not always ¢he 
important diagnostic sign. 


Dr. G. A. Merrill, a Harvard graduate,,. 
in Chicago, has been arrested on the 
charge of advertising for patients, from 
one of whom he is said to have collected 
$75, in advance, and gave no services. 


The Texas State Medical Association 
voted, by an overwhelming majority, to 
exclude negroes from membership. 
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SEXUAL CRIME AMONG 
FREEDMEN. 

the Virginia Medical Monthly for 
May, Drs. Hunter McGuire and G. 
Frank Lydston discuss the subject of sex- 
ualcrimes, as committed by the negroes 
of the Southern States. These have 
grown quite common since the war, in 
spite of the penalty: ‘‘ Death—certain, 
swift and merciless.’’” McGuire says 
the negro is deteriorating, morally and 
physically. Insanity was uncommon 
among the slaves ; now, the asylums can 
hardly accommodate the insane negroes. 
The causes may be summed up in the 
one fact, that the negro is as yet much 
less able to provide for himself well, as 
his master did. Poor food and clothing, 
bad hygiene, have made scrofula, syphilis 
and tuberculosis very prevalent. 

In his reply Dr. Lydston treats of sex- 
ual perversion, and its causes among the 
negroes; such as the heredity from savage 
ancestors, undue animal propensity from 
low differentiation, defective psychologic 
inhibition,degeneracy of higher attributes 
and tendericy to reversion of type, the 
removal of the restraints of slavery, in- 
herent inadaptability to environment, in- 
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capacity to appreciate consequences of 
sexual crime. He then suggests castra- 
tion as a punishment for sexual crime, 
and enters his protest against capital 
punishment, on the ground of its useless- 
ness as a preventive of crime. 

In spite of the summary manner of 
dealing with such crimes in the Southern 
States, we see them becoming con- 
stantly more frequent. Indeed, it is 
probable that in the publication of the 
details of such occurrences is the strongest 
incentive to their repetition. The same 
observation has been made as to suicide; 
when any peculiar method of self-murder 
has been published, repeated imitations 
are sure to occur. Double murders also 
follow each other in quick succession; 
and, in fact, it seems certain that the 
abnormal human intellect is quick to 
seize on any suggestion that harmonizes 
with its own mental peculiarities, and 
to act upon it. The theory that the spec- 
tacle of a man castrated as a punishment 
for sexual crime would have a powerful 
deterring influence on others, is certainly 
worth putting to a practical test. The 
crank may work himself up to the point 
of giving up life itself in a blaze of no- 
toriety, but giving up his manly at- 
tributes does not possess the same attrac- 
tive features. Idiotic females would not 
be apt to decorate his cell with flowers, 
and nauseate every rational person with 
their attentions, under such circum- 
stances. 

We would be sorry to accept Dr. Mc- 
Guire’s pessimistic views as to the re- 
sults of emancipation. The immediate 
effects of so rational a measure were sure 
to be what has occurred, else all history, all 
experience, were false. Millions of ignor- 
ant human beings taken from slavery and 
thrown at once on their own resources, 
the movement of the mass was neces- 
sarily at first in the downward direction. 
But not with all ; for from the first there 
was a certain percentage that rose in the 
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social scale. And if one may speak, in 
such a learned discussion, from impres- 
sions alone, without consulting the 
statistics, the number of those who are 
rising above the slavery standard, of in- 
telligence and well-being, is annually in- 
creasing. This is certainly the case where 
the proportion of the negroes to the 
white population is small, and the oppor- 
tunities for advancement diversified, as 
they are here, in Philadelphia. 

One most important point was over- 
looked by Dr. Lydston; the possible sacri- 
fice of innocent men to the unreasoning 
fury of mob law. Especially is this 
likely in dealing with sexual crime. The 
sexual pervert is known among women 
also, and the hysterical female whosecures 
the desired attention to herself by bring- 
ing groundless accusations against men 
is, unhappily, a well knowntype. Many 
a reputation has been blasted, many an 
innocent life taken, to satisfy this hys- 
terical craving for masculine sympathy. 
And the fact that this sympathy is so 
spontaneous in its manifestation, renders 
the danger all the greater. There exists 


in the heart of every man a repugnance | 


to the thought of any other man possess- 
ing himself of a female’s person, what- 
ever may be his own practice in that 
respect. He readily believes that the 
other man must have employed foul 
means to accomplish his wicked designs; 
and hence these tales of imaginary griev- 
ances meet with instant belief; and, when 
the circumstances are such as to create 
great excitement, the swift and awful 
punishment is but too apt to be wreaked 
on the supposed offender in 4 whirlwind 
of indignation, without that judicial in- 
vestigation necessary to prove his guilt. 
We submit the proposition that when a 
negro is accused of sexual crime by a 
white woman, the story is not neces- 
sarily true; and that a sufficient number 
of such tales have been proved to be false, 
to justify those who claim that even here 





| criticism alike unnecessary. 





the law should be invoked in due form, 


to punish the guilty and to shield the 
innocent. 
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Questions on all subjects relating to medicine 
will be received, assigned to the member of our 
staff best capable of advising in each case, and 
answered by mail. - 

When desired, the letters will be printed in the 
next issue of the Jounal, and advice from our 
readers requested. The privileges of this Bu- 
vreau are necessarily limited to our subscribers. 
Address all queries to 


Bureau of Information, 
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SYPHILITIC ULCERS. 


ie reply to inquiry made on page 424, 
in reference to ‘palatal ulcers,’’ I beg 
leave to inform you that the case was 
well at the time of publication; having 
made a very rapid recovery,:on anti- 
syphilitic treatment in conjunction with 
top‘cal applications of pure tr. hydrastis 
to ulcers. 
J. K. LEGARE, M. D. 


FORKLAND, ALA. 


Book Notes. 


Lessons In Puysicat Dracnosis. By Alfred L. 
Loomis, M. D., LL. D., Professor of the Prac- 
tice of Medicine and Pathology in the Univer-- 
sity of the City of New York. Tenth Edition, 
Revised and Enlarged. Octavo. Illustrations, 
some in color. 240 , extra muslin, price, 
$3 00. New York: William Wood & Company. 
When a work reaches its tenth edition, 

it has won a place that renders praise or 

In the 

present edition the chapters on the heart 

and the urine have been rewritten, and 

a section on clinical microscopy added. 

The latter is beautifully illustrated with 

colored plates. The paper, and mechani-’ 

cal work deserve a word of special com- 
mendation. 

ATLAS OF CLINICAL MEDIcINE. By Byrom Bram- 
well, M. D., Volume II, Part If. Edinburgh. 
Printed by T. & A. Constable at the University 
Press, 1893. 

The current number of this fine work 
treats of alterations in the fields of vision, 
syphilis, Friedreich’s ataxia with main- 
en-griffe, and Asiatic cholera. The 
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plates are unusually fine; those on 

syphilis are well-chosen, and present 

typical manifestations of the disease. 

To the article on cholera is added Haff- 

kine’s lecture describing his method of 

inoculation with cholera-virus. This 
number of the Atlas is fully up to the 
high standard of its predecessors. 

A Hanp-Book or LocaL THERAPEUTICS. By 
Allen, Harte, Harlan and Van Harlingen. Ed- 
ited by Harrison Allen, M.D. Ootavo—500 
pages, price $4.00. P. Blakiston, Son & Co., Phil- 
adelphia. 

The articles described are taken up in 
alphabetical order ; a bad arrangement, 
as any Classification is better than none; 
and the copious index of remedies ren- 
ders the alphabetical arrangement unnec- 
essary. The uses of each drug for affec- 
tions of the eye are given by Harlan, of 
the skin by Van Harlingen, of the ear 
and air passages: by Harrison Allen, and 
the surgical uses by Harte. The authors 
have endeavored to limit their work to 
drugs that have been tried, instead of ac- 
cepting for each novelty all that its pro- 
moters claim. They may have omitted 
some valuable matter thus, but the gain 
far exceeds the loss. The book is a 
store-house of useful things to the general 
practitioner. The method of compilation 
gives the buyer four valuable special 
works for the cost of one. 

SurceEry. A practical treatise with special refer- 
ence to treatment. B. C. W. Mansell Moullin, 
M. A., M. D., Oxon, etc. Assisted by various 
writers on various subjects, with 600 illustra- 
tions, many of which are printed in colors, about 
200 having been made from special drawings. 
Second American edition, revised and edited oy 
John B. Hamilton, M. D., LL.D., etc. Phila- 
delphia, P. Blakiston, Son & Co., 1012 Walnut 
St., 1893. Cloth, 4to. pp. 1238. Price $7 00. 
The second edition follows the first 

with an interval of only two years; so 

that the favorable opinion we expressed 
of the first edition has been verified by 
the approval of the profession. In the 
second edition, a chapter on Military Sur- 
gery has been added, that on amputations 
enlarged, and surgical bacteriology newly 
illustrated in colors. The frontispiece 
illustrates Senn’s method of intestinal 
anastomosis, and gives an excellent pic- 
ture of Senn himself. In its execution, 
literary and mechanical, the work is ad- 
mirable. Surely with such text. books 
at his service, it is little wonder that 
the student of the present day graduates 





at once into a finished surgeon, daring 

to undertake at once operations our 

fathers never dreamed of performing. 

A PrRacticaAL TREATISE ON MATERIA Mepica 
AND THERAPEUTICS, WITH EspreciaL ReErer- 
ENCE TO THE CLINICAL APPLICATION oF 
Drucs. By John V. Shoemaker, A M., M.D. 
Professor of Materia Medica, Pharmacology, 
Therapeutics, and Clinical Medicine, and Clinical 
Professor of Diseases of the Skin in the Medico- 
Chirurgical College of Philadely-hia; Physician 
to the Medico. Chirurgical Hospital; Member of 
the American Medical Association, of the Penn- 
sylvania and Minnesota State Medical Societies, 
the American Academy of Medicine, the British 
Medical Association; Fellow of the Medical So- 
ciety of London, etc., etc. Second Editien. Re- 
vised. In Two Royal Octavo Volumez. Volume 
I, 353 pages:. Devoted to Pharmacy, General 
Pharmacology, and Therapeutics and Remedial 
Agents not Properly Classed with Drugs. Vol- 
ume II, 680 pages: An Independent Volume 
upon Drugs. Volume I, in Cloth, $2.50 net; 
Sheep, $3.25 net. Volume II, in Cloth, $3.50 
net; Sheep, $4.50, net. Philadelphia: The F. A. 
Davis Company, Publishers, 1914 and 1916 
Cherry Street. 

A great deal of new material has been 
incorporated in this edition, and the first 
volume has been subjected to thorough 
revision. In its present form the work 
is the best text-book on therapeutics in 
the English language, for the general 
practitioner’s use. Dr. Shoemaker be- 
lieves in the value of drugs, and that in 
no half-hearted way. His resources are 
numberiess, so that the inexperienced 
youth may be perplexed to make his 
choice; but the physician must be a 
marvel of erudition and experience who 
does not find hints of ‘the utmost value 
that are new to him, in every section of 
the work. 


The Medical Digest. 


FRENCH NOTES. 
TRANSLATED By E. W. BING, M. D. 


CHESTER, Pa. 


THE ROLE OF FLIESIN THE TRANSPOR- 
TATION OF CHOLERA, (Sastchenko).—- 
Experiments have shown that Koch’s 
comma bacillus may adhere to the 
bodies of these insects, so that they may 
transfer the disease from place to place. 
The author made some experiments by 
causing flies to alight on pure cultures of 
the bacillus, and on cholera dejections. 
Cultures prepared from the excrement of 
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flies two hours after they had been in 
contact with cultures of the cholera germ, 
contained, in addition to numerous sapro- 
phytes, a small number of Koch’s bacilli. 
Excrement taken from six to twenty-four 
hours after the flies had been in contact 
with the germs gave cultures rich in 
comma bacilli, and poorer in saprophytes. 
Control experiments with excrement of 
flies, which had not been inoculated, 
gave negative results. The author has 
found the bacillus in the excrement three 
days after the flies had absorbed it. 
The bacilli gave virulent cultures, killing 
guinea pigs just as the pure culture did. 
In the same way Metschnikoff’s bacillus 
also gave very virulent cultures. The 
conclusions are, that Koch’s bacillus, as 
well as other bacteria found in the in- 
testines of cholera cadavers, may be pre- 
served in the digestive tube of the fly for 
three days or more. The cholera germ, 
by this passage, does not lose its viru- 
lence, and the same is true of Metschni- 
koff’s bacillus.—Bull. Gen. de Therapeu- 
tique. 

CANCER IN ENGLAND, ACCORDING TO 
ROGER WILLIAMS, IS ON THE INCREASE. 
—From one death in one hundred and ten 
in 1838,the figures rose to one in seventy- 
four in 1850; one in sixty-two in 18450; 
one in fifty-four in 1870; one in forty in 
1880, and one in twenty-eight in 1890. 
The same increase is also seen in Scot- 
land, Norway, Holland, Prussia, and 
Australia. In Ireland alone the mortal- 
ity from this cause is rather on the de- 
crease.—Prog. Med. 

FRANCE HAS NOW AN EPIDEMIC OF 
TyPHUS FEVER.—Cases at Manks, Paris, 
Lille, Annius and other towns. 
disinfection of railroad cars and other 
conveyances in the infected district has 
been ordered.—/Jdem. 

The Oriental Steam Navigation Co., 
will run a steamer direct from London 
to (Civita Vecchia—for) Rome, for the ac- 
commodation of members of the Interna- 
tional Medical Congress. Stop over 


Privileges allowed. Fair, return, $200. 
—Idem. 


Optic AtTRopHY FOLLOWING THE 
UsE oF IopoFORM FOR A BuRN.—Fol- 


Daily | 





lowing an iodoform dressing employed 
for a large burn, in achild underthe care 
of St. Germain symptoms, such as head- 
ache and vomiting, were the preludes of 
complete blindness. A year afterwards 
the blindness persisted and the pupils 
were white and shrunken. Amaurosis 
having coincided with the symptoms of 
iodoform poisoning, and moreover, these 
having an action on the brain, there was 
established a relation of cause and effect, 
between the poisoning and the eye symp- 
toms.—Le Progrés Medical. 


COMBINATION OF SEVERAL ALKA- 
LOIDS, IN A SOLUTION FOR USE AS A 
CoLLyRium.—Dr. Berger thinks by the 
combination of alkaloids we get a more 
active, while at the same time less 
poisonous, preparation for use in the eyes. 
By the use of a mixture of equal parts of 
one per cent. solutions of atropine, 
duboisine and cocaine we obtain a my- 
driatic action unobtainable by any other 
means... A mixture of 

Sulph. atropin 

ue dubolsine } 

Chlorhyd. cocaine 

Dist. water .. . 
is a mydriatic at least as powerful as a 
one per cent. solution of atropine, with- 
out being as toxic. A mixture of 

Sulph. eserine 

Hydrochlor. pilocarpine . . . 

Dist. water 
is very efficacious and well supported. 
A mixture as follows: ; 

Chlorhydrate cocaine 

‘  pilocarpine 

Dist. water 
presents all the qualities of cocaine with 
the further advantage, that the mydria- 
sis and the difficulties of accommodation 
observed in the eye simply cocainized, are 
wanting.— Rev. de Therap. Med. Chir. 


There is a movement in France towards 
granting pensions to the families of physi- 
cians dying during epidemics, when 
engaged in the work of treating other 
victims. It is proposed to place them 
in the same class as military surgeons 
dying during service in war.—La France 
Medicale. 


Goop AND BAD NouvrRSING BOTTLES 
(Blakes).—It has been said, and cannot 








492 THE TIMES AND REGISTER. 











too often be repeated, that the best nurs- 
ing bottle is the breast of themother. The 
milk passes directly into the child’s 
mouth, without being exposed to the 
action of germs which cause so much 
mortality among infants. Milk is a 
singularly delicate fluid and alters with 
extreme rapidity on exposure to the air. 
Numerous varieties of microbes are re- 
produced rapidly in it and provoke the 
often mortal diseases of nursing children. 
Among these is the bacillus of green 
diarrhcea, the bac. coli commune, which 
in special conditions determines infec- 
tious diarrhceas; the filamentous microbes 
of infantile cholera, which occasion 
diarrhoeas and uncontrollable vomiting, 
ending generally in asphyxia and death. 
Microbes of tuberculosis, syphilis, typhoid 
fever and many other diseases, may also 
find a ‘‘host’’ in the milk, or its con- 
tainers Bad nursing appliances are 
greatly to blame for the mortality among 
infants, and include all forms of the ap- 
paratus which can not be thoroughly 
and perfectly cleaned. The bottles fur- 
nished with the long tube have been 
called ‘‘instruments of infanticide ’’ and 
not without reason. The moral to be 
drawn from the above, is to use only those 
bottles which cannot afford lodgment 
for germs and nipples which can be 
thoroughly cleansed.—Aull. Gen. de 
Therapeutics. 


CAFFEINE-CHLORAL. — Chloral _pos- 
sesses to a high degree the characteristic 
property of all aldehydes to combine with 
a variety of chemical substances, espe- 
cially with those of a weak basic charac- 
ter, such as formamide, urea, cyanogen, 
etc., in which the physiological action of 
the respective compounds is more or 
less modified. The therapeutical advan- 
tages of some of these combinations are 
admirably illustrated in the use of chlor- 
alamid, the compound of chloral with 
formamide, and it appears that a similar 
combination of chloral with caffeine may 
also prove a valuable remedy in cases of 
constipation and in irritable conditions of 
the peripheric nervous system. 


Caffeine-chloral has been recently em-" 


ployed with success in the Augusta Hos- 
pital, Berlin, by Professor Ewald, who 
administered it subcutaneously, dissolved 
in water, in single doses of three to five 








grains up tosix to fourteen graius pro die. 
The injections were generally unaccom- 
panied by the slightest pain, although 
individual patients complained of a slight 
burning sensation at the point of injec- 
tion, which continved for about three 
hours. 

Thirteen cases of constipation were 
treated; thin stools passed within three 
hours of injection of three to six grains 
caffeine-chloral in eleven cases, in which 
the constipation was of three to six days’ 
duration. In one instance an ounce of 
castor oil had been administered the day 
before without effect, and copious irriga- 
tion had also been unsuccessful. Consti- 
pation appeared again in this case five 
days later, and six grains caffeine-chloral 
were administered at intervals of two 


hours, without previous dosage with cas- 


tor oil, with like success. 

In one case of gastric ectasis, accom- 
panied by severe paroxysms of pain in 
the neighborhood of the stomach, five 
grains caffeine-chloral were administered 
to combat the pain. The patient volun- 
teered the information the next morning 
that a thin stool passed a few hours after 
the injection, and since that time the 
stools have been well formed and regular. 

Only one out of the thirteen cases of 
constipation withstood the remedy, and 
here irrigation had to be again resorted to. 

Professor Ewald also administered caf- 
feine-chloral in eight cases of rheumatic 
difficulties, and in seven cases the pain 
and swelling of the joints was mitigated 
by injections of three to six grains po 
die. In all these cases previous treat- 
ment with sodium salicylate, for periods 
varying from two to seventeen days, had 
been without effect upon the course of 
the complaint. 

A complete disappearance of pain is 
reported in one case of ischia after a few 
days treatment with injections of three 
grains daily, and considerable improve- 
ment was noticed in a case of supposed 
rheumatic pains in the testicles and hip- 
joints. The injections also proved ser- 
viceable in reducing the pain after lead 
poisoning. 

Intwocases of emphysema accompanied 
by violent attacks of asthma which re- 
sisted morphia, the rapid disappearance 
of complications after a single injection 
of three grains caffeine-chloral was re- 
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markable. The asthmatic difficulties in 
a case of nephritis and myocarditis, were 
also diminished by injections, which fur- 
ther exerted a favorable influence on the 
chronic constipation. 

As a result of his observations, Profes- 
sor Ewald is therefore in a position to 
state that the injections of caffeine- 
chloral have, besides a loosening action 
in cases of constipation, also a quieting 
and soothing influence upon the peri- 
pheric nervous system in irritable condi- 
tions. To what extent this action is due to 
the caffeine is at present doubtful, as ex- 
periments on animals have indicated that 
in the presence of the influence of chloral, 
the action of caffeine in less than toxic 
doses is almost completely masked. It 
is also a well known experience that in 
similar combinations of chloral with other 
bodies, such as urea and cyanogen, the 
specific action of the latter is almost com- 
pletely annulled. Professor Ewald, there- 
fore, wisely refrains from expressing a 
definite opinion as to the specific action 
of caffeine-chloral until further experi- 
ments have been made, but in the mean- 
time the favorable results recorded should 
incite others to extend the experience 
with such a promising remedy. 


CENTRIC ORIGIN OF NEURALGIA.— 
In the Bull. Gen. de Ther., February, 
1893, Dujardin-Beaumetz considers the 
central origin of some neuralgias. 


Pain sometimes persists after section: 


of the nerve. 

Morbid irritation extends’ from the 
original nucleus of the diseased nerve to 
the original nuclei of other nerves, and 
nutritive disorders follow, loco dolenti. 

Diathesis and blood alterations cause 
neuralgic pains, from resulting primary 
special lesions; as shown by the selection 
of certain nerves and the freedom of 
others from pain. 

The neuralgic habit is often connected 
with hereditary neuroses, undoubtedly 
non-peripheral in location. 

The alteration of pains is explicable 
on the centric theory. 

Finally, he clinches his argument, by 
appealing to the therapeutical effects of 
a remedy acting on the central nuclei— 
bromidia; saying: ‘‘ It isa matter of 
common occurrence that cases of neural- 
gla of the trigeminal, sciatic, or superfi- 





cial nerves, that have stubbornly resisted 
the action of the various local anzethetics 
and different forms of counter-irritation, 
disappear as if by magic after only a few 
days’ use of bromidia. This extraordi- 
nary result is readily explained by ‘the 
well-known physiological effects of the 
active elements of bromidia. Purified 
bromide potassium and chloral, cannabis 
indica and hyoscyamus ; for it must be 
remembered that they act on the cerebro- 
spinal centres. Therefore, in the great 
majority of cases, at any rate, neuralgic 
pains have a central origin, and in this 
way is once more verified the truth of 
the old Hippocratic axiom. ‘Naturam. 
morborum ostendunt curationes,’ by the 
use of a preparation that is now so well 
known as to no longer require any 
praise—bromidia.”’ 


ANGINA PkEcToRIS.— Burney Yeo 
(Practitioner) thus summarizes the ther-- 
apeutic indications: 

1. Maintain nutrition, avoid strain. 

2. Relieve dyspepsia, flatulence and 
constipation. 

3. Forbid cardiac toxines, as tea, 
coffee, tobacco, alcohol,and all substances. 
developing toxines in the bowels. 

_4. Remove gouty and other dyscra- 
sias. 

5. Increase cardiac tone and lessen 
tendencies to degeneration. 

6. Relieve paroxysms by sedatives 
and [or ?] stimulants. 

For the fifth indication, iron, digitalis, 
arsenic or strychnine may be given in 
appropriate cases. Gout and vascular 
degeneration require iodides; malaria 
calls for quinine; while cocaine has been 
recommended to prevent the attacks. 

For the paroxysms, the nitrite group 
is useful, even when no _ vaso-motor 
spasm can be demonstrated. Diffusible 
stimulants, the ethers,ammonia or brandy 
should also be given at the onset. Cold 
feet should be put in hot water. Balfour, 
if the nitrites fail,.resorts to chloroform 
inhalations, pouring the drug upon a 
sponge in a smelling-bottle. In severe 
and protracted cases morphine hypoder- 
mics in moderate doses. Ethyl bromide 
has been inhalei. Flying blisters are of 
value for chronic aortitis, involving the 
cardiac plexus. Galvanism to the vagus 
and to the intercosto-humeral, if there is 
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an aura in the hand, is useful in prevent- 
ing attacks. Leeches to the sternum 
and repeated small venesections have also 
been found useful. 

Note.—As Anstie claimed quite posi- 
tively that chloroform inhalations would 
result in death, this remedy should be 
given with extreme caution, and only 
when the other anesthetics are not avail- 
able. Counter irritation to the vagus in 
the neck, with some quickly acting rube- 
facient, has proved quite useful in several 
cases. Those who have obtained relief 
from these applications will find the 
“crystallized liniment’’ cones made by 
Wveth, simply invaluable, as they can be 
carried in the pocket and applied instantly. 


ASPHYXIA NEONATORUM.— The in- 

fant being laid upon a table or any other 
suitable support, the operator stands or 
sits at either side which happens to be 
most convenient, he slips the hand, which 
is toward the head of the child, palm up- 
ward under the back, so as to grasp the 
ribs and be ready toassist in compressing 
the chest, and expelling the air; this hand 
also raises the chest, and permits the 
head, supported by the edge of the index 
finger, to fall back the distance desired 
to make extension and raise the epiglottis 
The operator next grasps the legs of the 
infant with his other hand, back upward 
near the ankles; the index finger inserted 
between the legs serves to give a better 
stip. 
Now by steading the body with one 
hand, and with the other raising and 
bending the legs upon themselves, and 
pressing the thighs upon the abdomen; 
the diaphragm will be pressed up into 
the chest and the air expelled therefrom. 
This operation may be assisted by mak- 
ing pressure upon the ribs with the fin- 
gers of the hand supporting the back. 

Upon making contrary movement the 
air again enters the chest.—Nunn, 
Southern Med. Record. 


SUMMER DIARRHEA.—If it were re- 
cognized that summer diarrhea is really 
a phase of cholera, summer diarrhea 
would be treated as such, not only as re- 
gards curative measures, but also as re- 
gards prevention, and there would there- 
fore be a great additional safeguard.— 
Surg. Gen. Moore, Provincial Med. Jour. 








FORMUL& FOR PHENOSALYL.— 
1. Phenosalyl pencil. 


Phenosalv]. ........ 1 grm 
Gum arabic. . 2... 2... Bee 
NS eke 6 a oy le es 
Glycerine and water ,.... . q. § 


2. Capsules of Phenosalyl for vaginal 
applications. 


Glycerine... ..... 75 grms 
.. ea oa 25 « 
Gelatine .. . i—_ = 
Phenosaly] ee et 
Divided into twenty gramme capsules. 
3. Gargle. 
Phenosalyl. ...... 5 grms 
Glvcerine ........ 2 * 
Sptsmint ........ 10 
Water orto easy ~"* 


Gargle every half hour. 


4. Syrup of Phenosalyl for stomach 
antisepsis. 
Phenosalv] ....... 0 grms 59 
Spts mint. .... .. 5Sgrms 
SYPUP =. 6s oe - , .250 “ 
Dessertspoonful to tablespoonful four times a day; 
children one half to one teaspoonful. 


—P. Grou, Progres Medical. 


Dr. EpwarD C. MANN recommends 
the following pill for dipsomania : 


RK Quinine sulph, ...... gr. ij 
Zinci oxid. ..... 2... gr. ij 
Strychnine sulph.. ..... gr. ay 
Acid. arseniosi. . .. ~~ - gr. rh5 


Pulv. capsici.. . ..  . . . . gre ij” 
M. et ft. pil. no. j. 
S. One pill thrice daily. 
This pill is now put up, with gelatine 
coating, by Parke, Davis & Co. 


Amonc tke less common causes of in- 
somnia, Collins (Charlotte Med. Jour.) 
mentioned arterio-renal disease, indicated 
by leg-cramps, increased urination, 
flushes and increase of arterial tension. 
For such a case as this, he gave nitro- 
glycerine, plenty of pure water, with 
such general and intestinal tonics as the 
symptoms required. 


RANSFORD (Med. Times) reports re- 
markable improvement in a case of pul- 
monary consumption, following the use 
of an emulsion of petroleum and hypo- 
phosphites. Notwithstanding the ab- 
sence of cod liver oil, the affair has a 
fishy flavor. 
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EUCHLORINE IN DIPHTHERIA.—In the 
year 1887 I commenced treating diph- 
theria with saturated solution of ‘‘euch- 
lorine,’’ applying it by gargles, spray, 
and brush. In one case a medical man 
had been condemned to bed for thre e weeks. 
The throat was certainly very white with 
the membrane. Next morning the throat 
was perfectly clear, though raw, after 
frequent gargling during the night. 
Records of the successful treatment with- 
out mishap could be obtained of some 
two hundred consecutive cases, I doubt 
not. I make my patients swallow a 
small portion of the gargle. The aqua 
chlorini will not do any good I find, and 
it is only ‘“‘euchlorine’’ solution with ex- 
cess of potassium chlorate and hydro- 
chloric acid that will operate success- 
fully. 

About xx gr. to xxx gr. pot. chlor. 
with ten minims of strong HCl will fill 
an eight ounce bottle with sufficient 
heavy yellow gas to make a good solu- 
tion on shaking up with water. If. the 


bottle is damp the reaction is useless, as. 


the resulting gas in the solution does 
little good. I dilute the solution if nec- 
essary, and in some cases have neutral- 
ized the free HCl before using. The 
mixture can be made palatable by adding 
glycerine and sp. chlor., and is readily 
taked by children too young to gargle, 
by a few drops every half-hour, but it is 
very efficacious when used as a spray. 
As a gargle for children I find that a 
much weaker solution than the one given 
will do well.—Louis D. L. Ellis, Brit. 
Med. Jour. 


Not VERY HomMa@opaTHIC.—A cor- 
respondent of Zhe Medical Current, 
records a case of post partal hemorrhage 
where the failing heart was kept in mo- 
tion by intermittent compression, con- 
tinued for nearly an hour. If this fail, 
he suggests that a needle be passed into 
the heart, to cause spasmodic contraction, 
when compression may be resumed. 


GELSEMIUM is recommended for non- 
congestive facial neuralgias, hemicrania, 
and other neuralgias; also for ague, for 
ocular inflammations, chorea, tetanus, 
coryza, vesical tenesmus, uterine pains, 
to dilate the os in labor, and in asthma. 
—The Alkaloid. 












HERSCHELL (Practitioner) describes 
three cases of chlorosis due to absorption 
Of toxic substances from the intestine. 
No improvement followed the use of iron 
and laxatives. An examination of the 
urine showed the presence of a chromo- 
gen. The bowel was then examined, and 
found to be loaded with fecal masses. 
These were removed by enemas, and the 
treatment then resulted in a rapid and 
complete recovery. The toxic substance 
absorbed was in these cases skatol. He 
looked upon urticaria as an important 
sign of fecal absorption; which may also 
give rise to acne, chloasma, flatulent 
dyspepsia, etc, etc. In washing out the 
bowel, about a gallon of hot water should 
be injected, the hips being raised so 
as to allow gravity to favor the flow. 


West (Brooklyn Med. Jour.) enum- 
erates a number of instances in which 
the coal-tar derivatives were taken with 
toxic results; in some cases fatal. In 
his own experience, West noted great 
cardiac weakness follow the use of anti- 
pyrin, in doses of five grains every four 
hours. An erythema followed the use of 
antipyrin twice, and a morbilliform rash 
appeared after aritipyrin once, after 
acetanilide twice, and once after phenace- 
tine; all in moderate doses. These ex- 
periences show that great care should be 
taken in prescribing these valuable drugs. 


APERIENT PILL OF SUMBUL.— 
RK Ext.sumbul....... eae 


r. 
Asafetida.. 2... 2 eee ae 
Ext. cascara sagrada...... gr. 8s 
[ee ae eee gr. ¥ 
Ext. nux vomicaa...... gr. 
Gingerine.. .....-.-. gr.t 
M. ft. pil. no. j. 
S. Dose, one or two pills. 


—Shoemaker, Med. Bulletin. 


BARR (Lancet) has treated 103 cases of 
typhoid fever, with three deaths. His 
method has been described in this jour- 
nal. He places his patient in a contin- 
uous bath, and gives salol and bismuth 
salicylate as intestinal antiseptics, with 
caffeine for nervous depression or atonic 
pulse. He sprays the bed-room with 
peroxide, and gives but little alcohol. 


PILOCARPINE is an efficient remedy for 
acute suppression of urine: gr. gy to gy. 
—The Alkaloid. 
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PRESCRIPTIONS, FROM Zhe Practitioner. 
—For functional headache: 


K Liquoris strychnine hydrochlor- 


Tincture ferri perchloridi . . . 
Acidi phosphorici diluti . . 
Aque destillate ad 
Misce et fiat mistura. 
‘ - A tablespoonful three times daily after 
ood. 


For myalgia: 


RK Linimenti chloroformi. 
Linimenti aconiti aa 
Tincture opii 
Linimenti saponis ad 
Misce et fiat linimentum. 
‘Sig. To be well rubbed into the painful parts. 


A tonic in convalescence from acute 
pulmonary disease: 


kK <Ammonii carbonatis .. 
Tincture nucis vomice .. . 
Spiritns chloroformi .. . 
Infusi quassie ad . . . 
Misce et fiat mistura. 
Sig. Two tablespoonfuls to be taken three times 
ie, shortly before meals. 


A cardiac tonic in pill form: 


RK Quinine sulphatis 
Pulveris digitalis foliorum . . 
Extracti lupuli ad 

Misce et fiat pilula. 

Sig. One pill three times daily, 


For chorea: 


RK Syrupi ferri bromidi (U.S.P.) . . 35s 
Aque floris aurantii 
Misce et fiat mistura. 
Sig. Two teaspoonfuls in water, three times 
daily after meals. 


For the pains of chronic rheumatism: 


BR Acidi arseniosi 
Pulveris guaiaci 
Pulveris capsici . . . ane 
Pilule aloes et asafcetide . . . 
Divide in pilulas cxx. 
Sig. One pill thrice daily. 


To allay the craving for alcohol: 


RK Tincture capsici 
Tincture nucis vomicze 
Acidi nitrohydrochlorici diluti aa 3i 
Infusi gentiane ad 

Misce et fiat mistura. 

Sig. Two tablespoonfuls as often as required. 


For the painful constipation of plumb- 
ism: 
RK  Podophyllini 
Extracti nucis vomice 


Extracti belladonne .. . 


. aagr. ii 
Divide in pilulas x. 


To allay cough in pertussis: 


R Extracti belladonne .. . 
Aluminis 
Syrupi zingiberis 
Syrupi acacie 
Aquse 
Misce et fiat mistura. 
Sig. A teaspoonful thrice daily, or when the 
paroxysmal cough is distressing. 


- gr. i 


For megrim: 


R_ Butyl-chloral hydratis . . 
Tincture gelsemii M xxx 
Tincture cannabis indice . . Mm xv 
Glycerini . - iv 
Aque ad... 8 ij 

Misce et fiat mistura. 

Sig. A third part at once; to be repeated in 

half an hour. 


gr. xv 


For excessive thirst in diabetes: 


R  Pilocarpinz nitratis 
Spiritus tenuioris 
Aque ad 
Sig. Four or five drops on the tongue twice or 
thrice daily. 


For chronic eczema: 

R Acidi salicylici 
Zinci oxidi . . . 
Pulveris amyli 
Vaselini. .. 


Sig. The paste to be. applied daily a not to 
be washed or rubbed off. ' 


A chalybeate lemonade: 


R Tincture ferri perchloridi. . . 
Acidi phosphorici diluti. . . . 
Tincture limonis 
Syrupi simplicis ad i 
Sig. Two teaspoonfuls of the syrup in a small 
tumblerful of water after meals, 


An agreeable salicylic mixture. 
R_ Potassii acetatis 
Acidi salicylici 
Syrupi limonis ii 
Aque menthe a ad .. p vii 
Sig. One tablespoonful every three hours. 


Snuff for recent coryza. 
R Morphine hydrochloratis . . . 


Bismuthi subnitratis 
Misce et fiat pulvis. 
Not more than a quarter of this quantity to be 
used in the twenty-four hours. 


For lichen ruber: 


RK Acidicarbolici liquefacti . 
Hydrargyri perchloridi . 
Unguenti zinci 

Misce et fiat unguentum. 


Anthelmintic draught: 


BR Oleiterebinthine ...... 
Misture amygdale . 


. ™m xx 


. gr. 88 





Sig. One pill twice or thrice daily. 


Misce et fiat haustus. 
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Dr. Geo. J. Engelmann writes thus in 
The Med. Fortnightly of his recent studies 
in faradism. The results obtained, in 
brief, are as follows: 

1. The proofof the importance of a hith- 
erto entirely neglected element—vrapidity 
of vibration, or rate of interruption of the 
primary galvanic flow, which is one of 
the most essential features in determin- 
ing the value and the physiological, as 
well as mechanical effect of the faradic 
current; the knowledge that these in- 
terruptions must be of a far greater range 
than hitherto used for medical purposes, 
as by their frequency they determine 
physiological as well as mechanical 
effects. 

2. That I have been enabled to indi- 
cate the value of secondary coils of vary- 
ing construction in determining varying 
physiological effects, effects which de- 
pend in the main upon quantity and 
electro-motor force of the coil or vesist- 
ance and the xumber of winds, which 
must be indicated. 

3. That absolute measurement of the 
faradic current is possible, but is zz no 
way indicative of phystological effect, 
hence the necessity of approximating 
measurement by a record of the essential 
detatls. : 

4. I have been enabled to demonstrate 
some peculiar physiological and mechani- 
cal effects from one pole, which resemble 
those of static electricity, and which I 
call the high tension, single wire effects. 

First. It is upon current-interruption 
that I lay the greatest stress. The utili- 
zation of interruptions of far greater 
rapidity than hitherto known, up to 
50,000 and 100,000 per minute, as giving 
a far greater scope to the therapeutic use 
‘of the faradic current. and, above all, 
securing sedative, not to say anzesthetic, 
effects hitherto unknown. But all-im- 
portant is the exact determining of the 
number of interruptions used, as being 
indicative of both physiological and 
mechanical effect; the number of inter- 
ruptions controlling the current-effect to 
such an extent that an increase of a few 
thousand interruptions per minute may 
completely efface the effects of a certain 
current hitherto obtained. 


Cantani, the great author and teacher, 
died May rst, of nephritis, at Naples. 





News and Miscellany. 





Dr. Traill Green, of Easton, received 
quite an ovation on his 80th birthday, 
April 25. 


The Hot Springs Medical Journal puts 
in a bid for the next meeting of = 
American Medical Association. 

The Melbourne Hospital has been com- 
pelled to cut down expenses on account 
of the Australian bank collapse. 


‘* Professor’” Van Angelback was sen- 
tenced, at Des Moines, to one year in jail, 
and fined $400, for selling fraudulent 
diplomas. 


The Brooklyn Home for Habitues, Dr. 
J. B. Mattison, Director, has been re- 
moved to 188 Prospect Place, near Pros- 
pect Park. 


Arkansas has repealed her medical 
law, and now requires only the registry 
of a diploma by a county clerk, to legal- 
ize practice. 


Dr. G. Betton Massey will open a 
summer annex to his Sanatorium at 
Paoli, Pa., June rst, to remain open 
during the hot months. 


Leigh French, son of Dr. G. F. French, 
of Minneapolis, saved a $500,000 Chicago 
heiress from a proposed English husband 
by eloping with her. Good boy ! 


Changes in the Medical Corps of the 
Navy for the Week ending May 27, 1893. 
—Medical Inspector J. M. Flint, ordered 
to the U. S. S. Baltimore; Medical In- 
spector G. W. Cooke, detached from the 
U. S. S. Baltimore, and three months 
leave; Surgeon C. G. Herndon, to 
duty in the Bureau Medicine and Surgery; 
Surgeon W. A. McClurg, from duty in 
Bureau Medicine and Surgery and wait 
orders; Pd. Assistant Surgeon G. T. 
Smith, detached from New York Hos- 
pital and to U.S. S Baltimore; Pd. As- 
sistant Surgeon S S. White, detached 
from U. S. S. Biltimore and two months 
leave; Pd. Assistant Surgeon F. H. Bry- 
ant, detached from Philadelphia Hos- 
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pital and to U. S. S. Baltimore; Assist- 
ant Surgeon M. R. Pigott, detached from 
U. S. S. Baltimore and to U.S S. Kear- 
sarge; Assistant Surgeon A R. Alfred, 
detached from U. S. S. Kearsarge and 
one month leave; Assistant Surgeon B. 
R. Ward, detached from U. S. S. Rich- 
mond and to U. S. S. Monongahela; Pd. 
Assistant Surgeon Oliver Diehl, ordered 
to Naval Hospital, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
Pd. Assistant Surgeon E. S. Bogert, de- 
tached from Laboratory, New York, and 
to U. S. S. Philadelphia; Assistant Sur- 
geon Robert Boyd, detached from U. S. 
S. Philadelphia and to U. S. S. Rich- 
mond. 


THE MODEL PHysIciAN.—He attends 
the medical society; has ample time for 
visiting his own patients; he gives them 
conscientions and faithful service; he 
subscribes and reads his home medical 
journal and a number of other journals; 
he buys such books as will enable him to 
keep abreast with the times; he always 
speaks kindly of other doctors; he 
finds but little time to become jeal- 
ous and criticise, knowing that all 
men are fallible and that doctors are not 
an exception to the rule; he has but little 
to say of what seems to him a mistake 


. on the part ofhis brother practitioners; he 


is fair and honest to doctor and patient, 
when calied in consultation; he makes 
no mistake by studiously avoiding what 
is sO commonly seen manifested on the 
part of that class of doctor’s patients as 
to be constantly making inquiry as to 
how they are getting on, and who make 
false expressions of great sympathy and 
consideration for the afflicted who may be 
under the treatment of another doctor ; 
he never steals a patient. But excuse us, 
the model physicians, we are happy to 
say, are largely in the majority in every 
community, and while much has been 
said about quacks, frauds, dishonest and 
designing men, we must not be misun- 
derstood. The true, sincere and fair- 
minded, the faithful, conscientious phy- 
sicians who make it a rule to attend 
to their own legitimate business, and 
who prosecute their work faithfully, are 
the ones who will control medical affairs, 
and they are, we repeat, largely in the 
majority in every city and town,especial- 
ly in Alabama.— Ala. Med. & Surg. Age. 








The Indiana State Medical Society 
met in its forty-fourth annual session at 
Indianapolis, May 11th, 1893. The Pres- 
ident, Dr. Geo. F. Beasly, of Lafayette, 
was in the chair and opened the meeting 
with afew remarks. ‘Two hundred mem- 
bers were present at the opening meeting. 
The Secretary, Dr. E. S. Elder, reported 
a prosperous condition of the society dur- 
ing the past year. Reports came from 
seventy-two auxilliary societies, with a 
total paying membership of 1,227. The 
report on necrology was made by Dr. 
James F. Hibberd, of Richmond. Twelve 
have died during the year past, among 
them Drs. Wiles, De Bruler, Severance, 
Porter, Yohn, Spaulding, Wright, Shrively 
and Loman. A discussion washad as to 
the advisability of dividing the society 
into two sessions, one general medicine 
and one general surgery, but it failed to 
pass, as did also the suggestion that cer- 
tain gentlemen be appointed to read pa- 
pers on certain subjects and others to 
discuss these subjects. It seems that 
there are too many papers presented and 
some of them not of sufficient merit to 
warrant taking the time of the society. 
A member suggested that there was not 
sufficient nerve displayed in refusing pa- 
pers lacking in merit. The President in 
his address said, after discussing the code, 
that it would be difficult to change it for 
the better. He complained thatthat part 
of the code which forbids the use of secular 
papers to report cases wasa dead letter. No 
class get more free advertising than do the 
doctors. They do not pay for it, they give 
it in as news, butitis advertising. The 
doctor then turned his attention to higher 
medical education and the multiplication 
of doctors and colleges. The election of 
officers resulted as follows: President, Dr 
C. E. Daugherty, South Bend; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Dr. T. H. Leech, Crawfordsville; 
Secretary, Dr. E. S. Elder, Indianapolis; 
Assistant Secretary, A. S. Shipman, Sey- 
mour; Treasurer, J. O. Stillson. Indian- 
apolis. The meeting adjourned to meet 
the first Thursday in May, 1894, at In- 
dianapolis. Three hundred members reg- © 
istered and the meeting was considered 
one of the best in the history of thesociety. 


In answering advertisements, please 
mention TH& TIMES AND REGISTER. 


